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ears of Cecil Rhodes in Kimberley and caused
an outcry.   Rhodes had thrown himself into
the diamond city shortly before it was besieged,
and expected to find that his power was still
as autocratic as it had always been. He was not
pleased to find that the commandant of the
garrison, Colonel Kekewich, took precedence
in military affairs, and there was much friction.
|The Colonel worked hard and well to organize
and improve the defences; like White at Lady-
smith he would starve before surrendering, and
starvation was still a long way off.   He saw
that by detaining the Boers round the place
.he could lighten the task of Roberts, and there-
fore he kept on worrying the besiegers by
sallies.   But he saw nothing else which raised
Kimberley above the status of any other town
that happened to be besieged.   The diamond
magnates saw a great deal more.   To them
Kimberley was the sacred city.   The Boers
looked on Rhodes as the chief villain of the
UManders,   whose   wealth   and   power   had
always   been   opposed   to   Kruger.   Frantic
messages were sent to Cape Town implying
that the whole British Army ought to march
as one man to prevent such a disaster as the
fall of Kimberley and the fall of Rhodes.   As
early as October the directors of De Beers
demanded information regarding the plans of
the military authorities " so as to enable us to
take our own steps in case relief is refused " ;
when Buller refused to divulge his plans to
civilians their annoyance was extreme.   Later
on, in February, Rhodes threatened to call a
public meeting to  "consider the situation"